Dear Faculty, Staff and Students,
Living through a pandemic has forced us to retreat to our home and focus our families and our safe
surroundings. Today, I sense escalating worries, anxieties and doubts about what is next on our horizon.
The events of the past week have reminded me of the importance of the Midwestern University mission
and values, which honor and respect every member of our community equally. We have historically
embraced cultural, racial, ethnic, religious, gender, national origin, disability and veteran status diversity
as the hallmark of our inclusive campus community. This is our common bond that unites us in our
mission to educate the twenty-first century health care team to meet the needs of all members of our
society.
I wish to remind all of you of our values and practices as we work together as one unified
community. While we have worked endlessly to make our campus community safe during the COVID-19
crisis, we must also come together to dispel fear, distrust and hate in all our surrounding communities. A
healthy, professional academic campus community shares and respects the diversity of opinions and
views; our uniting mission is one of educational excellence for all of our students as they learn the
healing arts with true respect and understanding of everyone they encounter. This belief can be traced
to the our institutional founders who encouraged women and minorities to study medicine in 1900, a
practice that did not exist at that time.
Midwestern University has a long standing policy that reads, “Midwestern University believes in the
dignity and worth of its faculty, staff, students…and requires an environment that is free from
harassment”. In addition, we have an Affirmative Action Program that has been actively followed for
many years. These stated policies are essential to the work of our entire community.
I have asked the Midwestern University Diversity and Inclusion Committee to consider new community
and campus educational programs that will further strengthen our position of respect for every member
of society. I look forward to working with this committee to implement initiatives that can educate our
faculty, staff, students and our surrounding community, in the years to come.
The injustices within our society have been deeply distressing to all of us, and the actions we witnessed
last week are reprehensible. Midwestern University will continue to denounce racism and all forms of
discrimination as we work together to promote communities that are safe, supportive and inclusive of
all members. We need to focus on the power of education that eliminates all forms of hatred,
ignorance and fear. We have a mission to fulfill – that is one of love, respect and trust of each and every
one in our academic family and the community at large.
Be well.
Dr. G.

