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GERIATRIC RESEARCH AND EDUCATION FACILITATION GRANT  

PROGRAM 

 

Purpose: In conjunction with the College of Health Sciences (CHS) and extramural funding 

sources, Midwestern University (MWU) disperses funds to stimulate and support 

research and/or education related to geriatrics among MWU faculty.  The ultimate 

goal of this grant is to encourage an interdisciplinary exchange of gerontological 

information among faculty, researchers, and health care professionals.   

 

Funds may be used to purchase supplies and other consumable materials, non-

capital equipment items, as well as travel to collect data or present data at a national 

conference. Funds may also be used for research-related software, provided that 

there is advance approval from Information Technology.  Payment of consultants 

is approved on a case-by-case basis. Note:  Midwestern faculty cannot receive 

“add” pay for grant–related activities.  Also, typically funding cannot be used to 

purchase a computer or laptop, unless a rationale is provided to justify its specific 

necessity for the project and that other alternatives aren’t feasible. Similarly, capital 

equipment typically is not funded, but may be considered with proper justification 

of its need for the project. Finally, any requests to purchase either computer/laptops 

or capital equipment need to be for $5,000 or less.  

 

Typically, proposals should be submitted for: 

 Pilot research studies to obtain preliminary results related to geriatrics 

 Continuation and/or completion of on-going research projects related to 

geriatrics 

 

All proposals related to geriatric research and/or education will be considered for 

funding.  However, proposals that emphasize interdisciplinary collaboration 

and/or those that are in accordance with the One Health initiative as it relates to 

geriatric issues are highly encouraged.  One Health involves multiple disciplines 

working collaboratively to achieve the best possible health of humans, animals, 

and the environment (Frank, 2008; at 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2572090/). For this grant, 

proposals that involve a) the collaboration of at least two disciplines and b) those 

that involve at least two of the following: humans, animals, or environment  

will be considered be in accordance with the One Health initiative.  

 

Eligibility: Faculty on the Downers Grove campus with full faculty status (0.8 FTE* or higher) 

as defined in the Midwestern Faculty handbook may apply. Applicants should 

demonstrate ability for success and tangible products that will result from the 

Geriatric Research and Education Facilitation Grant (GREFG).  *Faculty with an 

FTE status less than 0.8 who want to apply for a GREFG should contact the CHS Dean. 
  

Award Amount: The maximum award for an individual grant is $6,000* for no longer than a 2-year 

period. Funds may not be used for compensation of MWU faculty/staff/students.  

Faculty are strongly encouraged to use students for clerical duties, data collection, 

data entry, transcription, etc., which may be funded through the MWU work-study 

program  *This amount may be lower depending on the amount of funding provided 

by GREFG and the number of grants submitted.   

 

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2572090/
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Funding Cycle: Application deadline: June 1.  Notification of award will occur by June 20.  Funding 

cycle will be July 1 through June 30 of each year.  Funds must be used within 2 

years of receiving award. If funds are available mid-cycle, an announcement will 

be distributed with application and notification dates.  

 

Recommendation: It is highly recommended that proposals being submitted for the first time be 

reviewed by a faculty mentor with expertise in the particular area of research and/or 

with a history of grant funding. The principal investigator can contact the Chair of 

the GREFG Committee (Michelle M. Lee, PhD, ABPP, at 

mlee1x@midwestern.edu) for the name of a faculty person that has offered to serve 

as a reviewer and mentor.  First-time applicants who have previously participated 

in scholarship should also provide a summary of their past scholarly activity.  

 

Procedure:  Proposals should be submitted by email to  mlee1x@midwestern.edu 

using the grant application form by June 1  

 

The proposal must be at least four (4) pages, but no more than seven (7) pages in 

length, including references, and in 12-point font.  Each proposal should include: 

 

 Title  

 Structured Abstract 

 Purpose, Aims, and Hypotheses: (What is the overall purpose of the project? 

Specifically, what are the aims of the project? What are you predicting?) 

 Research Plan (Background, Significance, Restatement of Purpose, 

Restatement of Specific Aims, Restatement of Hypotheses, Research Design 

and Methods [including recruitment plan, inclusion/exclusion criteria, specific 

procedures, description of dependent measures used, etc.), and Proposed Data 

Analyses 

 Budget (with justification of items) 

 Timeline for Project 

 Identification of Key Personnel (If relevant, a letter should be submitted from 

each key individual acknowledging his/her contribution to the project) 

 Roles and Responsibilities of Investigators 

 Expected Scholarly Products from Project (e.g. Peer-reviewed article, Poster, 

or Presentation at professional conference, Poster presentation at Kenneth A. 

Suarez Research Day, Presentation to faculty at the MWU Internal Research 

Seminar Series, Book chapter, Future grant, etc.) 

 Specific Ways Investigators Will Facilitate an Interdisciplinary Dissemination 

of  Findings  among Faculty, Researchers, and Healthcare Professionals  

 References 

 Signature/Approval Page 

 

The Program Director/Chair must review the proposal to ensure that all sections 

have been addressed and the project is consistent with the faculty member’s 

scholarly agenda.  In instances where there is no a Program Director/Chair, the 

Dean of the College must review the proposal.  

   

Once submitted, proposals will be evaluated by the GREFG Committee for 

feasibility of the project, methodology, design, statistical analyses, budget, 

timeline, and interdisciplinary dissemination of findings (see website link for copy 

of the GREFG evaluation form).  The GREFG Committee may invite additional 

mailto:mlee1x@midwestern.edu
mailto:mlee1x@midwestern.edu
https://www.midwestern.edu/Documents/CHS%20Dean/Geriatric%20Research%20Grant%202019.pdf
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review by a Midwestern faculty member that has expertise in that particular 

research area.  The GREFG Committee will evaluate the quality and clarity of the 

research plan and score each proposal. The GREFG Committee will make a 

recommendation on funding to the Dean of CHS on the Downers Grove campus 

and the CHS Dean will make the final decision based on funding priorities. The 

CHS Dean will inform the applicant and the Office of Research and Sponsored 

Programs of the award. The GREFG Committee may also suggest revisions to the 

proposal by the investigator(s) prior to its recommendation to the CHS Dean.  Any 

required revisions must be completed no later than two weeks after the receipt of 

the notice (unless an extension is approved).  

 

 

Expected Outcomes: Faculty members are expected to submit completed results for publication in a peer-

reviewed journal and/or as pilot data in a grant for external funding.  Presentation 

at a professional meeting is expected, while presentations at MWU’s Kenneth A. 

Suarez Research Day and at the MWU Internal Research Seminar Series are 

required.  Abstracts for funded proposals will be featured on the CHS website. 

 

Annual Report:  All faculty members who receive a Geriatric Research and Education Facilitation 

Grant must submit an annual report within one month after the conclusion of both 

the 1st and 2nd year of the funding cycle (by July 30).  This includes an updated 

abstract for the CHS website. The information you provide will be shared with the 

CHS Dean, your Program Director/Chair (or your Dean if you do not have a 

Program Director/Chair), and the GREFG Committee.  The online form for the 

final report can be found HERE.  

 
 

 

https://www.midwestern.edu/Documents/CHS%20Dean/GREFG%20Annual%20Report2019.pdf

